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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office 
action under Ex Parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, prosecution in this application has 
been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on February 1 , 
2007 has been entered. 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
continued examination of Application 09/414,731 filed on February 1, 2007. The claims 
submitted at the time of the Reinstatement of Appeal, received November 24, 2004 are 
the claims to be examined in the current Office Action in response to the RCE. 

A Response to Requirement for Information 37 CFR 1 .105 was received on May 
7, 2007. In the response, Applicants clarified the date of the NPL submitted with the 
RCE on February 1 , 2007, titled "Open Financial Exchange Bill Presentment" has a 
publication date of June 12, 1997. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
"Open Financial Exchange Bill Presentment" by CheckFree Corp., Intuit Inc., and 
Microsoft Corp., June 12, 1997 (further referred to as Open Financial Exchange). 

Regarding claims 1 , 3-4, 6-7 Open Financial Exchange discloses a network for 
electronically presenting bill related information (page 315 section 15.1), comprising: 

A central network station configured to transmit bill availability information 
identifying available bills of a plurality of different billers for a plurality of different users, 
information associated with each of the identified bills of a respective one of the plurality 
of different billers being available at one of a first network address associated with the 
respective biller and a second network address associated with the respective biller 
(page 315 section 15.1; page 325 section 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 
section 15.4.2.2.3); and 

A plurality of different user stations, each associated with a respective one of the 
plurality of different users, and configured to receive the transmitted bill availability 
information for its associated user and to select one of the identified bills (page 31 5 
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section 15.1; page 315 section 15.1.2; page 325 section 15.4 and 15.4.1; page 326 
section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3); 

Wherein a first of the plurality of user stations, associated with a first of the 
plurality of different users, is linked to the first network address associated with a first of 
the plurality of different billers based on a first bill selection by the first user station, and 
a second of the plurality of user stations associated with a second of the plurality of 
different users is linked to the second network address associated with the first biller 
based oh a second bill selection by the second user station (page 325 section 15.4.1 ; 
page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claims 12-14, Open Financial Exchange discloses a method of 
electronically distributing bill related information (page 315 section 15.1), comprising the 
steps of: 

Centrally receiving initial requests for bills of a plurality of different billers for a 
plurality of different users (page 315 section 15.1; page 325 section 15.4.1 ; page 326 
section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3); 

Transmitting, responsive to the received initial requests, bill availability 
information, identifying available bills of the plurality of different billers for the plurality of 
different users, including a first bill of a first of the plurality of different billers for a first of 
the plurality of different users and a second bill of the first biller for a second of the 
plurality of different users (page 31 5 section 1 5.1 ; page 325 section 1 5.4.1 ; page 326 
section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3); 
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Receiving a first request relating to the identified first bill of the first biller at a first 
network address and a second request relating to the identified second bill of the first 
biller at a second network address, different than the first network address (page 315 
section 15.1; page 315 section 15.1.2; page 325 section 15.4 and 15.4.1; page 326 
section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3); and 

Transmitting information associated with the first bill from the first network 
address responsive to the receipt of the first request and information associated with the 
second bill from the second network address responsive to the receipt of the second 
request (page 315 section 15.1; page 315 section 15.1.2; page 325 section 15.4 and 
15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claims 18-19, Open Financial Exchange discloses a system for 
electronically distributing bill related information (page 315 section 15.1), comprising: 

A memory configured to store identifiers of available bills of a plurality of different 
billers for a plurality of different users, and network addresses at which information 
associated with the identified bills is available, including a first bill identifier which 
identifies a first of the available bills of a first of the plurality of billers for a first of the 
plurality of users and a second bill identifier which identifies a second of the available 
bills of the first biller for a second of the plurality of users (page 320 - full page; page 
325 section 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 327 section 15.4.2.2.2 - page 328 
Table; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3); and 
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A processor configured to direct the transmission of the stored first bill identifier 
to the first user with a first of the network addresses, and the transmission of the stored 
second bill identifier to the second user with a second of the network addresses, the first 
network address being different from the second network address (page 325 section 
15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3); 

Wherein the information associated with the first bill is available at the first 
network address and the information associated with the second bill is available at the 
second network address (page 325 section 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 
section 15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claim 22, Open Financial Exchange discloses a database for storing 
bill related information (page 319 sections 15.3 and 15.3.1; page 320 full page; page 
327 section 15.4.2.2.2 - page 328 Table), comprising: 

Identifiers of a plurality of different users (page 319 sections 15.3 and 15.3.1; 
page 320 full page; page 327 section 15.4.2.2.2 - page 328 Table); 

Identifiers of a plurality of available bills of a biller for the plurality of different 
users (page 319 sections 15.3 and 15.3.1; page 320 full page; page 327 section 
15.4.2.2.2 - page 328 Table); and 

A network location indicator associated with the one or more of the plurality of 
available bills and indicating that a network location at which information associated with 
the one or more bills is available is different than a network location at which information 
associated with other of the plurality of available bills is available (page 325 section 
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15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 327 section 15.4.2.2.2 - page 328 Table; page 
328 section 15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claim 23, 25 and 27, Open Financial Exchange discloses an article of 

manufacture for electronically transmitting bill related information (page 31 5 section 

15.1), comprising: 

A computer readable storage medium (pages 31 5-328); and 

Computer programming stored in the medium and configured to be readable 

from the medium by a computer processor and thereby cause the processor to operate 

so as to: 

Direct transmissions of a plurality of identifiers of available bills to a plurality of 
different billers for a plurality of different users, including a first of the plurality of bill 
identifiers which identifies a first of the available bills of a first of the plurality of different 
billers for a first of the plurality of different users and a second of the plurality of bill 
identifiers which identifies a second of the available bills of the first biller for a second of 
the plurality of users (page 319 sections 15.3 and 15.3.1; page 320 full page; page 327 
section 15.4.2.2.2 - page 328 Table); and 

Direct transmissions of a plurality of different network addresses at which 
information associated with the identified available bills is available, including a first of 
the plurality of network addresses at which information associated with the identified 
first available bill is available to the first user, and a second of the plurality of network 
addresses, different than the first network address, at which information associated with 
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the second available bill is available to the second user (page 325 section 15.4.1; page 

326 section 15.4.2.1; page 327 section 15.4.2.2.2 - page 328 Table; page 328 section 
15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claims 2, 16, 21 and 24, Open Financial Exchange discloses the 
identified bill of the first biller for the first user is available with supplemental information 
at the first network address, and the identified bill of the first biller for the second user is 
available without the supplemental information at the second network address (page 

327 section 15.4.2.2.2; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claims 8 and 15, Open Financial Exchange discloses wherein the bill 
availability information identifies available bills without identifying an amount of each of 
the bills (page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3 where an aggregate provides one or more URLs 
which a user selects in order to access an image of the bill). 

Regarding claim 9, Open Financial Exchange discloses wherein: 

the bill availability information identifies the total amount of each of the available 

bills (page 325 section 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 327 section 15.4.2.2.2); 
each of the plurality of different user stations is further configured to select one of 

the identified bills for payment (page 315 section 15.1; page 315 section 15.1.2; page 

325 section 15.4 and 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3); 

and 
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the first and the second user stations are respectively linked to the first and the 
second network addresses based on a bill selection for one of viewing and payment of 
the selected bill (page 325 section 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 
15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claim 10, Open Financial Exchange discloses wherein the information 
associated with each of the identified bills available at the first network address is 
promotional information (page 327 section 15.4.2.2.2; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3) and 
the information associated with each of the identified bills available at the second 
network address is detailed bill information (page 325 section 15.4.1; page 326 section 
15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 17, Open Financial Exchange discloses a database 
configured to store the bill availability information (page 319 sections 15.3 and 15.3.1; 
page 320 full page; page 327 section 15.4.2.2.2 - page 328 Table) and the central 
network station is configured to transmit the stored bill availability information (page 315 
section 15.1; page 325 section 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 
15.4.2.2.3). 

Regarding claims 20 and 26, Open Financial Exchange discloses wherein: 
The processor and article of manufacture are further configured to receive 
requests for the available bills for the plurality of users including a first request for the 
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available bills for the first user and a second request for the available bills for the 
second user (page 315 section 15.1; page 315 section 15.1.2; page 325 section 15.4 
and 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3) and to direct the 
transmission of the stored first bill identifier responsive to the received first request and 
the stored second bill identifier responsive to the received second request (page 315 
section 15.1; page 315 section 15.1.2; page 325 section 15.4 and 15.4.1; page 326 
section 15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over "Open 

Financial Exchange Bill Presentment" by CheckFree Corp., Intuit Inc., and Microsoft 

Corp., June 12, 1997 (further referred to as Open Financial Exchange). 
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Regarding claim 5, Open Financial Exchange discloses a plurality of biller 
stations associated with different billers wherein the first network address is a network 
address associated with the first biller (page 325 section 15.4.1 ; page 326 section 
15.4.2.1; page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3). Open Financial Exchange does not disclose 
specifically where a second network address is a network address associated with the 
central processing station. However, Open Financial Exchange discloses multiple 
associated network addresses (page 325 section 15.4.1; page 326 section 15.4.2.1; 
page 328 section 15.4.2.2.3), as well as where a biller may use a bill concentrator 
wherein the biller would want its customers to direct their payments to the payment 
concentrator (page 324 section 15.3.5). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art that a second network address from among multiple network addresses would 
be to a site which has been delegated payment receipt tasks. The motivation would be 
to provide the network address such that customers would be directed to the site 
collecting payment for the biller in order to facilitate the payment process in a direct 
manner. 



Response to Arguments 

No arguments were presented with the RCE. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached at 571-272-6779. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jennifer Liversedge 



Examiner 
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